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wasThe Church Council: WhoFirst really Jesus?

The Council pointed out that viewing the whole Bible teaches
Christ as always existing and being God.
Nevertheless, this is still a concern today. I am convinced many

The first Christianity-wide church council was held in Nicaea in

Christian youths today believe that the Father created the Son (I

present-day western Turkey in the year 325. The central question
was what to do with Arius, who taught the Father created the Son
(Christ). This means he took the phrase “Son of God” literally,
meaning that Christ has not aways existed but had a beginning.

interpreting a couple of verses without looking at the entire Bible.

know because in class, some, who have gone to their church their
entire lives, have wanted to argue that with me that the Father
created Jesus.). You might want to check and make sure Christian
youth you know do not carry this Arius belief.

(This also means Christ could not be God.). This is an example of

Global South: An an unusualexample of groups working together in way
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Upcoming classes:
--Sep 6 - Oct 3: How we Old
Testament and Apocrypha
--Sep 13 - of
Old Testament

free online

Oct 17: Overview
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in this state.in this state.
but as God. Surely he must remain longbut as God. Surely he must remain long
loves God, not merely as his benefactorloves God, not merely as his benefactor
advances to the third degree, when headvances to the third degree, when he
and seen how gracious the Lord is, heand seen how gracious the Lord is, he
Him altogether lovely. So, having tastedHim altogether lovely. So, having tasted
gradually to know what God is, and findsgradually to know what God is, and finds
obeying His commandments, he comesobeying His commandments, he comes
on God, reading God’s Word, praying andon God, reading God’s Word, praying and
God and to seek Him aright, meditatingGod and to seek Him aright, meditating
(3.) But when he has learned to worship(3.) But when he has learned to worship

of love.]of love.]
quotes from all of Church History: 4 stagesquotes from all of Church History: 4 stages

sake, but selfishly.sake, but selfishly.
second degree, to love God, not for God’ssecond degree, to love God, not for God’s
necessary to his own welfare. That is thenecessary to his own welfare. That is the
after God, and to love Him as somethingafter God, and to love Him as something
by himself, and so begins by faith to seekby himself, and so begins by faith to seek
(2.) Next, he perceives that he cannot exist(2.) Next, he perceives that he cannot exist

God”God”
Bernard of Clairvaux (died 1153), “LovingBernard of Clairvaux (died 1153), “Loving
man loves himself solely for God’s sake.man loves himself solely for God’s sake.
fourth degree and perfect condition whereinfourth degree and perfect condition wherein
to make further progress in this life to thatto make further progress in this life to that
(4.) I know not whether it would be possible(4.) I know not whether it would be possible

nothing beyond itself.nothing beyond itself.
sake. That is the flesh, which can appreciatesake. That is the flesh, which can appreciate
(1.) At first, man loves himself for his own(1.) At first, man loves himself for his own

[Note: Another of my top three favorite[Note: Another of my top three favorite[Note: Another of my top three favorite[Note: Another of my top three favorite

(1.) At first, man loves himself for his own(1.) At first, man loves himself for his own
sake. That is the flesh, which can appreciatesake. That is the flesh, which can appreciate
nothing beyond itself.nothing beyond itself.

(4.) I know not whether it would be possible(4.) I know not whether it would be possible
to make further progress in this life to thatto make further progress in this life to that
fourth degree and perfect condition whereinfourth degree and perfect condition wherein
man loves himself solely for God’s sake.man loves himself solely for God’s sake.
Bernard of Clairvaux (died 1153), “LovingBernard of Clairvaux (died 1153), “Loving
God”God”

(2.) Next, he perceives that he cannot exist(2.) Next, he perceives that he cannot exist
by himself, and so begins by faith to seekby himself, and so begins by faith to seek
after God, and to love Him as somethingafter God, and to love Him as something
necessary to his own welfare. That is thenecessary to his own welfare. That is the
second degree, to love God, not for God’ssecond degree, to love God, not for God’s
sake, but selfishly.sake, but selfishly.

quotes from all of Church History: 4 stagesquotes from all of Church History: 4 stages
of love.]of love.]

(3.) But when he has learned to worship(3.) But when he has learned to worship
God and to seek Him aright, meditatingGod and to seek Him aright, meditating
on God, reading God’s Word, praying andon God, reading God’s Word, praying and
obeying His commandments, he comesobeying His commandments, he comes
gradually to know what God is, and findsgradually to know what God is, and finds
Him altogether lovely. So, having tastedHim altogether lovely. So, having tasted
and seen how gracious the Lord is, heand seen how gracious the Lord is, he
advances to the third degree, when headvances to the third degree, when he
loves God, not merely as his benefactorloves God, not merely as his benefactor
but as God. Surely he must remain longbut as God. Surely he must remain long
in this state.in this state.
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Wait, Episcopalians originated

from Church England?
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